Scientists express concern about increasing levels of greenhouse gases mainly due to fossil fuel consumption and deforestation. In response to the latter, policy-makers have introduced a range of policy measures to conserve and enhance forest ecosystems for carbon sequestration. The costs for policy measures to maintain ecosystem services can be calculated easily, but especially non-market/non-use benefits of forests are not easy to estimate. Economics can help designing climate change policies by eliciting public preferences on different attributes of climate change and carbon sequestration. This study was prepared for the purpose of identifying per capita consumer/equivalent surplus or maximum willingness to pay and the total economic value in relation to forests to be established in Turkey to reduce air pollution around cities, to prevent the adverse effects of climate change and to sequester carbon. The data for the estimation of maximum willingness to pay, total economic value and co-benefits of forests were collected with a questionnaire form prepared according to the contingent valuation method. Analyses have been conducted by correlation analysis and regression analysis. According to the analyses, per capita consumer/equivalent surplus or maximum willingness to pay to establish a new forest was estimated at US$ 23.52 on average, while total economic value was estimated at US$ 270,443,962.68.
Introduction
Forest and other ecosystems provide many goods and services to support human life on Earth. These goods and services, such as food, round wood, firewood, water, fresh air, fossil fuels, shelter, climate regulation, flood protection, disease control, waste treatment, soil formation, nutrient cycling, soil and water conservation, can be defined as the benefits that human beings obtain from ecosystems [1] . Various studies have clarified the ecosystem service concept [2] [3] [4] [5] [6] .
The definition of ecosystem services is essential to highlight and guide tradeoffs in natural resource management and policy decisions, and it might draw a framework for the influence on human welfare in order to avoid both over-and under-estimations for valuation studies [5] . Ecosystem services can be classified as intermediate ecosystem services and final ecosystem services [4] . Final ecosystem services have direct benefits for human well-being, while intermediate services, such as carbon sequestration, are not consumed directly [6] .
The level of impact ecosystem services have on human wellbeing is still being discussed, as well as its measurability by consistent scientific tools and methodologies [4] .
Ecosystems have economic value not only for their environmental goods directly consumed and traded in the market, such as food and timber, but also due to their functions, such as flood control, soil formation, carbon sequestration, water provisioning and other services, which directly and indirectly provide for human wellbeing [2, 3] .
Forests in rural, as well as urban areas provide significant ecosystem services, such as offsetting carbon emissions [7] , removing air pollutants, reducing noise, regulating the microclimate [8] , recreation and amenity [9] . Forests also contribute to improving environmental quality, quality of life and sustainable urban development [10] [11] [12] [13] [14] .
Forest ecosystems where carbon is sequestrated are the most important natural carbon sinks among terrestrial ecosystems. In recent years, negotiations on forests have been focusing on the numerous benefits that they provide for the environment and community in the context of climate change. Therefore, the importance of the forestry sector has gradually increased, particularly in climate change negotiations.
The total economic value (TEV) of forest resources consists of active use values (direct use and indirect use) and passive use or non-use values (option, heritage and existence). The carbon sequestration service of forest resources is an indirect use value. However, during the last few decades, carbon has received a direct use value, because of the transactions in emission trading systems or carbon markets. In Turkey, due to the non-existence of an emission trading system, carbon still has an indirect use value. In other words, carbon sequestration, which is a non-market forest service, displays public property characteristics in Turkey.
Economics can help with designing environmental policies by eliciting public preferences. The purposes of economic valuation studies for environmental goods and services are to measure the change in the individual's or community's welfare and to identify the economic value of these goods and services [15] [16] [17] . Economic valuation studies can also be used for direct comparison between alternative land use options, facilitate cost/benefit analyses [18, 19] , multipurpose functional resource management, identification of economic problems of forest enterprises, determination of economic success, selection of investment projects and designation of the sale prices of goods and services [15, [20] [21] [22] .
Methods for the valuation of ecosystem services vary depending on the nature of the service [23, 24] . The contingent valuation method (CVM), which captures the value of ecosystem entities narrowly and anthropocentrically [25] , is a valuation method developed by economists for the estimation of non-market environmental goods and services [23, 24] . The CVM was first used in 1947 by S. V. Ciriacy Wantrup in a study conducted for preventing soil erosion [26] [27] [28] [29] . However, the first CVM with a questionnaire was used by R. K. Davis in 1963 for the estimation of the recreational value of the Maine Forest [29] [30] [31] .
CVM can be used for the estimation of individuals' willingness to pay (WTP) or willingness to accept (WTA) based on the positive or negative changes in environmental resources. With the hypothetical scenario, changes in social welfare and in environmental resources can be estimated according to public preferences [15, 26, 27, [31] [32] [33] [34] [35] [36] [37] [38] [39] [40] .
There are many studies conducted for the estimation of WTP for greenhouse gas mitigation, carbon sequestration and avoidance of the climate change impacts. A considerable part of these studies focused on people's WTP for CO2 mitigation, such as air travelers' WTP for CO2 mitigation [41] , or their voluntary carbon offsets in an aviation context [42] , or urban households' WTP for CO2 emission reductions in Turkey [43] and in China [44] and air travelers' WTP for a carbon travel tax to offset carbon emissions from flying [45] .
Considering Turkey, the carbon sequestration service of forests has never been studied with CVM. This study was conducted for the purpose of filling this knowledge gap. WTP and TEV of the public were estimated for a new forest to sequester carbon. In addition, respondents' remarks on forests, active and non-use values of forests, climate change and carbon sequestration were assessed. Data for analyses were collected by the CVM questionnaire. WTP and TEV were estimated by using correlation analysis and multi linear regression analysis.
Material and Methods

Material
The material of the study was composed of the data obtained via the implementation of the CVM questionnaire form.
Turkey has 81 cities, and the questionnaire form was distributed to all cities. Addresses of households were selected randomly. There was no feedback from 35 cities; therefore, the questionnaire form was only applied in 46 cities around Turkey (Table 1) on 591 randomly selected people by using a simple random sampling method. In the implementation phase, different questionnaire techniques, including face-to-face interviews and the e-mail method, were used. All questionnaire forms were pooled, and during the preliminary evaluation phase, 67 questionnaires were excluded, due to absence of data and non-answered questions. Analyses were conducted on the remaining 524 questionnaires. The effectiveness rate of the questionnaire was 88.66%. The questionnaire form was composed of 3 sections and 33 questions in total. The first section included questions to determine the perspectives, priorities and value judgments of the community towards environmental problems, utilization forms of forest resources, climate change and the active and passive use values of forest resources. In the second section, the scenario was introduced and the valuation question was presented. The questions related to socioeconomic and demographic information about the respondents were presented in the last section.
In addition to the questions, the current state of forests and carbon stock changes was given in a table for Ankara, Kırıkkale and Kırşehir. A scenario was presented for forest area and carbon stock changes after the establishment of a new forest, as well. In the end, respondents had a chance to compare a business as usual scenario and the proposed scenario. Furthermore, the questionnaire form was visually supported with photographs, which described the current situation of land and the expected changes after afforestation, in order to ensure a better perception of the study to enhance the credibility of the scenario.
In contingent valuation studies, the scenario defines basic proposed activities to be implemented. The scenario in this study was "Forest resources provide goods and services for the benefit of the community. Carbon sequestration, climate regulation and reduced air pollution are some of these services. Forests sequester carbon via photosynthesis and play an important role in the fight against climate change. In order to minimize the negative impacts of climate change, to reduce air pollution and to increase the amount of carbon sequestered, it is planned to establish a new forest in a non-forested public property land in Ankara, Kırıkkale and Kırşehir. The area of this forest will be 100,000 hectares. The forest will sequester 325,000 tons of carbon (CO2 equivalent) annually. However, financial resources are required for the establishment of the forest. It is the aim to collect contributions via donations for the purpose of meeting the required financial resources".
After the explanation of the scenario, a referendum-type question was asked of the respondents as proposed in the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Panel [46] . The question was "Would you provide a financial contribution for the new forest via donation?"
The questionnaire was continued with respondents who answered "yes" to this question. Respondents who said "no" or "I don't know/I have no idea" were asked to explain the reason why under a separate question. This question sorted out zero and protest answers.
The contingent valuation question was asked of the respondents who would provide financial contribution for the establishment of new forest. The question was "What is the maximum annual per capita amount that you would like to pay for the new forest? When you make the payment, do not forget your income status and that you will not be able to use this money for different purposes". After the contingent valuation question, respondents were encouraged to make a choice among the proposed values on the payment card. Prices on the payment card were $5, $10, $15, $20, $25, $37.5, $50, $75, $125, $250. Prices were determined by an open-ended question, which was asked of respondents in a pilot questionnaire implementation.
Hicks' WTP measure was used as a consumer surplus measure. The "donation" method, based on voluntariness, was used as an instrument of payment in the questionnaire.
The final questionnaire was conducted between 23 July 2013 and 4 October 2013. The e-mail method was applied in 138 questionnaires, while face-to-face interviews were applied in the remaining 453 questionnaires. The rate of response via e-mail was 16.727%.
The questionnaire revealed various demographic and socioeconomic characteristics of the sample community, such as age, education, occupation, income and size of household. Information was also obtained with regard to their sensitivity and perspective towards the environment, use of forest ecosystems and climate change.
The data and information obtained via the questionnaire forms were digitized by using SPSS 15.0 for the purpose of establishing the database and conducting analyses.
Methods
Contingent Valuation Method
Some people are ready to pay various prices for the protection and improvement of environmental resources and their inheritance by future generations [47] . People also attach economic value to the non-market environmental goods and services. Although these economic values do not emerge through the direct use of goods or services in market mechanisms, they can be used instead of the market prices [30, 48] .
The total economic value of a good or service is equivalent to the total WTP of an individual who uses the referred good or service. WTP may depend on various factors, such as the respondent's gender [49] , age [50] , education level [51] , economic status [52] and other socioeconomic and demographic characteristics.
Meanwhile, the consumer/equivalent surplus, corresponding to the maximum WTP for non-market goods, refers to the difference between the total WTP and the price generated in the market [48] .
Although the contingent valuation study has no standard approach for the preparatory process [53] , CVM practices may be conducted in the following phases [15] The benefit obtained from the utilization of the resource can be formulated as shown in Equation (1) .
Here, F refers to the benefit obtained from the use of the environmental resource, py refers to the vector of prices for all private goods y, G refers to income, qx refers to an indicator for the quantity of the public good x and INF refers to the knowledge of the consumer on nonmarket goods or services [54, 55] .
Meanwhile, the expenditure function required for ensuring a certain level of benefit from the use of a resource can be expressed as shown in Equation (2) .
The WTP for the changes that may occur in the conditions of a non-market good or service (q and q ) can be calculated upon taking the difference in the minimum expenditures before and after the change. With respect to the improvement or deterioration that may occur in the conditions of a non-market good or service, the WTP required for the benefits arising from the improvement or to avoid the damages due to the deterioration, that is the equivalent surplus, may be expressed with Equation (3).
Here, ES refers to consumer/equivalent surplus and F 1 refers to the reference utility level [54, 55] . The equivalent surplus refers to the WTP of an individual who benefits from the improvement that may occur in the conditions of a non-market good or service or preventing deterioration [55] .
In many contingent valuation studies, the TEV of a non-market good or service may be determined with the total WTP [35] or with the sum of each consumer/equivalent surplus (ES) and is expressed by the Equation (4).
Correlation Analysis
Correlation analysis is a statistical method used for measuring the linear relationship between two or more variables. Furthermore, the relationship level and its direction can be identified by correlation analysis. The purpose of the correlation analysis is to determine the direction changes of the dependent variable when the independent variable changes. Both variables must be continuous and show a normal distribution to make a parametric correlation analysis. The Pearson correlation coefficient (r) has a value between −1 and 1, shows whether there is a linear relationship between variables or not and shows the relationship level and its direction (Equation (5)) [56, 57] .
Here, rxy defines the Pearson correlation coefficient; x and y define the variables. A correlation coefficient of 1 indicates that two variables are perfectly related in a positive linear sense; a correlation coefficient of −1 indicates that two variables are perfectly related in a negative linear sense; and a correlation coefficient of 0 indicates that there is no linear relationship between the two variables [56] . The coefficient of determination (R 2 ), the square of r, defines the percentage of how X independent variable determines Y dependent variable in the regression model [57] .
Multiple Linear Regression Analysis
Regression analysis identifies the mathematical relationship between a dependent variable and one or more independent variables. A model of the relationship is hypothesized, and estimates of the parameter values are used to develop an estimated regression equation [57, 58] .
In this study, the regression model of independent variables that affect the WTP of respondents was defined with multiple linear regression models. The multi-linear regression model equation is given in Equation (6) .
Here, Y defines the dependent variable; X1, X2 and X3 define independent variables; a, b, c, d define constants [58] . The estimation of the TEV of the new forest was multiplied by the WTP of respondents and the number of houses (Equation (7)) [48] .
Here, TEV defines the total economic value, WTP defines the willingness to pay or the consumer/equivalent surplus and ΣHS defines the number of houses.
Results and Discussion
Results Related to the Socioeconomic and Demographic Characteristics of Respondents
The questionnaires were implemented at a rate of 68.9% in city centers and 31.1% in town centers. Attention was paid as much as possible to the gender distribution in the conducting of the questionnaires. Within this scope, 64.5% of the questionnaire was implemented on male respondents, while 35.5% was implemented on female respondents.
The average age of respondents was 34.5, and 81.4% of the respondents were included in the age group of 20-50 years. About 60.1% of the respondents were married.
The assessment of the educational status of the respondents showed that those holding a graduate degree are in the first position, with 35.1%, followed by senior high school graduates at 25.6%. Respondents who had a Ph.D. education were at 3.2% of the total and came in the last position. The average years of education were 15.13. Considering the average years of education, it was observed that the level of education was high in city and town centers.
The assessment of the occupational groups of the respondents showed that public officers were in the first position, with 36.1%, followed by the worker group at 17.6%. People working in different business lines, such as lawyers, consultants, engineers, academicians, pilots, cabin attendants, tourist guides, economists, translators, certified public accountants, teachers, insurance brokers, janitors and employees from the public and private sector, were reached by this survey. The other socioeconomic and demographic information obtained from the questionnaire applied to 524 respondents are summarized in Table 2 .
The average number of children in the households was identified as 1.71. Meanwhile, the average household size was determined as 3.51. It was observed that 47.5% of the per capita monthly income was between US$0-750. Meanwhile, 90.1% of the per capita monthly income obtained was between US$0-1875. Again, it was observed that 10.3% of the household income was between US$0-500, and 46.7% of the household income was between US$501-1500. 
Results Related to the Sensitivity and Awareness of Respondents Regarding Environmental Problems
The sensitivity and awareness of the respondents regarding problems, such as climate change, deforestation and environmental pollution, etc., might have an impact on respondents WTP. In this respect, respondents who do not attach any importance to environmental goods and services and current global environmental problems might give meaningless and unreliable answers to the questions. Therefore, at the beginning of the questionnaire, a question was raised to assess the perspectives, knowledge and interest levels of respondents regarding environmental problems. In this question, respondents were asked to evaluate the environmental problems experienced in Turkey and to prioritize them in importance (Figure 1) .
The most important environmental problems have been identified as human-induced environmental pollution (16.37%), deforestation and degradation of ecosystems (15.34%) and climate change (14.47%). Considering the responses provided, it is understood that the community is aware of the existing environmental problems, and it is believed that this has an impact on the WTP. Thirty percent of the population in Turkey lives in Istanbul, Ankara and Izmir, due to employment opportunities. This leads to an increase in population and in the number of buildings and vehicles. Furthermore, there is an increase in the utilization of environmental resources and the use of energy and fossil fuel in places with a high population. This leads to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions and human-induced environmental pollution, among others. Therefore, the community sees human-induced environmental pollution as the most important environmental problem.
The rapid increase of urbanization along with industrial and economic growth and the deforestation and degradation of other ecosystems led the community to perceive deforestation and the degradation of other ecosystems as a major environmental problem. Again, climate change, which has been elaborated by scientists in recent years, with major studies being conducted to raise awareness in this direction, was also regarded as one of the most important environmental problems.
In the study, natural disasters, such as floods, inundations, fires, frost and storms were ranked fourth among environmental problems. However, in relation to the increase in the number of natural disasters in association with climate change in the upcoming years, it is believed that this priority in preference may rise to the first position.
Results Related to the Benefits Provided by Forest Resources
The WTP of the community might increase with the variety of benefits obtained from the goods and services provided by forest resources. Therefore, a question was included in the questionnaire form to define the way respondent's use and utilize forest resources. Respondents were asked to prioritize goods and services provided by forests (Table 3) .
In the assessment, it was observed that the top seven preferences were the services provided by forest resources. This was expected, because forest goods and services are becoming varied according to the community's demands and perspectives towards forests, as well as environmental problems. Respondents who live in city and town centers attached much more importance to forest services. In this respect, forestry activities in city and town centers should focus more on forest services. Moreover, due to the increase in the use of substitute products, such as steel, aluminum, cement, plastic and other non-wood products, as well as fossil fuels, such as natural gas, in city and town centers, the utilization of firewood decreased in city centers, and this also changed the preference priority of the community towards these products.
Respondents who attach importance to the services of forest ecosystems, such as avoiding air pollution, carbon sequestration, climate change and other services, expected to pay more money for the new forest.
Results Related to the Motives and Priorities of the Value Judgments of Respondents
In the questionnaire form, nine questions were asked for the purpose of learning the underlying motives and priorities of respondents towards climate change, carbon sequestration and the existence, bequest and option value of forest ecosystems.
As may be seen in Table 4 , the Likert scale, composed of five answers, namely "strongly agree, agree, neutral, disagree, strongly disagree", was used to inquire whether the respondents agreed with the consideration presented in each question. The questions and the motives measured, as well as the value judgments are provided below. The human-centered perspective of the damage to forest ecosystems was inquired by the judgment reading, "If I do not benefit from a forest resource, it is not important for me whether this forest resource is damaged or destroyed". Those who accepted this notion believe that forests should not be damaged or destroyed only if people benefit from them or are harmed by such damage or destruction. At the same time, it shows for those who accept it that the presence of forest ecosystems does not have a value unless there are people [59] . This value element was named the intrinsic value, and it shows that those who do not accept this notion do not have human-centric or selfish motives, that forest ecosystems have an intrinsic value and that they support its protection.
The presence of the heritage motive towards the bequest value, which is one of the passive use values, was inquired by the judgment reading, "It is important for me that forests are inherited by future generations (children, grandchildren, etc.)". People may wish to bestow forests to future generations, so that the future generations may also use and benefit from forests and may display this with their WTP. The acceptance of this notion is the indicator of the presence of the motive to bestow.
The presence of the motive for the option (future) value, which is among the passive use values, was inquired by the judgment reading, "It is very important for me that, even if I don't use them today, forests will produce goods and services that will be beneficial for me in the future". Even if people do not obtain any direct or indirect benefit from forest resources today, they may expect to obtain a benefit in the future. This motive constitutes the source of the option (future) value of forest ecosystems. Those who accept this notion will also reflect WTP for the protection of their future values affiliated with forest ecosystems.
The motive towards the existence value, which is among the passive use values, was inquired by the judgment reading, "It is important for me that forests, such as tropical forests, continue their existence today and in the future, even if I will never go there, see them or use them". People may wish that the forests in different parts of the world continue their existence today and in the future and show this with their WTP. The acceptance of this notion is the indicator of the existence motive.
It was inquired whether the community has any information on or awareness of the climate change and carbon sequestration service of forest ecosystems by the judgment reading, "I am informed about the climate regulation and carbon sequestration functions of forests".
It was inquired whether the financial costs for increasing the carbon sequestered by forest ecosystems stand out by the judgment reading, "It is important to spend money for the protection and improvement of forests to increase carbon sequestration and the establishment of new forests". People believe it is acceptable to spend money, not only by themselves, but also by the whole community, for the establishment of new forests and the preservation of the existing ones in order to achieve protection from the damages of climate change and to increase the carbon sequestration, and they may have the WTP for this. Those who accept this notion indicate that forests ecosystems are important in terms of climate change and carbon sequestration.
The presence of the heritage motive, which is among the passive use values, was inquired by the judgment reading, "Financial costs can already be tolerated now for the continuation of the carbon sequestration service of forests for ensuring that future generations live in a healthy manner". People may tolerate financial costs to enable forests to sequester carbon for the purpose of enabling future generations to live in a healthy manner and may have the WTP for this. The acceptance of this notion is the indicator of the presence of the heritage motive.
Respondents were asked to make a choice between new techniques at lower cost and forest ecosystems with the judgment reading, "Forests will no longer have an importance if new carbon sequestration techniques and methods are developed at lower costs". It is important to protect forest ecosystems for those who do not accept this judgment. Forest ecosystems carry an importance beyond the dimension of financial costs and the development of new technologies.
With the acceptability of the judgment reading, "I would like to be protected from various adverse effects of climate change, starting with those on human health, with the reduction of air pollution, especially around cities, upon the increase and improvement of forest areas", it was inquired whether it is important for the community that forest areas are increased and improved for fighting against climate change and achieving protection from the adverse effects of climate change. The acceptance of this judgment by the community may ensure support of the theoretical scenario and also impact the amount in the WTP. The motives, value judgments and degrees of the relationship of the community with regard to climate change, carbon sequestration and non-use values of forest ecosystems are provided in Table 5 .
The acceptance rates for the abovementioned notions and motives were assessed as a percentage (%). In addition to the percentage rates, a scale was used to reflect the degree of the value judgment towards climate change, carbon sequestration and non-use values of forest ecosystems for all notions and to enable a comparison between the results, as indicated in Table 6 .
In the assessment of the value judgments of the community towards different motives, it was seen that the strongest motive was the heritage value of forests for future generations, with a very strong degree of relation of 1.225. The value judgment towards the existence value of forest resources was ranked in the third position with a very strong degree of relationship of 1.332; and the value judgment towards the option value was ranked in the fifth position with a very strong degree of relationship of 1.469.
The value judgments of the community towards the abovementioned motives constitute the passive use values within the framework of the TEV. The severity of the value judgments relating to the motives demonstrated that the community's WTP for the new forest would be high. 
Results Related to the Drivers of Carbon Leakage or Reduction in Forest Ecosystems
Forests face many challenges, such as unplanned urbanization, deforestation, forest degradation, etc. These problems usually lead to carbon loss in forests. Within this scope, a question was asked of respondents to evaluate and prioritize the factors leading to a reduction in the amount of carbon sequestration ( Figure 2 ). The community was expected to be more willing to pay vis-à-vis the theoretical changes that would eliminate or reverse the threats related to carbon sequestration in forests. According to the results of the analysis, the most important factors or threats leading to a reduction in the amount of carbon sequestered by the forests in Turkey have been identified as deforestation and the degradation of forests (14.69%), lack of education and consciousness of the community for climate change and carbon (12.44%) and unplanned urbanization (11.83%). Wrong land use was ranked fourth with 10.95%, and climate change was ranked fifth with 9.77%. If respondents think that deforestation and forest degradation exist in Turkey, they might want to stop deforestation and forest degradation and might want to pay some amount of money for afforestation activities. In that case, respondents who want to stop deforestation and forest degradation would pay more than others.
Unplanned urbanization and wrong land use are ranked in the top positions among the most important threats. The community regards construction plans that have not been prepared extensively, unplanned urbanization caused by rapidly increasing population and the number of buildings and wrong land use not only as threats to forest ecosystems, but also as threats to other environmental ecosystems.
Therefore, we believe that land utilization should be planned according to land classes, whereas a planned urbanization integrated with the environment and increasing green belts is required in the field of urbanization.
Results Related to the Contingent Valuation Method (Consumer Surplus and Total Economic Value)
In order to detect whether the respondents have the WTP or not, a question, "Would you provide a financial contribution for the new forest via donation?" was asked of respondents. The assessment of the answers showed that 56.9% of the respondents said "yes", 22.9% said "no" and 20.2% said "I don't know/I have no idea".
It was indicated that the absence of the WTP in the contingent valuation studies cannot always be evaluated as a protest answer, but as a "zero answer". One way to distinguish between zero answers and protest answers is to learn the reason [48] . Therefore, a yes-no question was asked of the respondents who did not want to make a donation. Furthermore, respondents were given the opportunity to express themselves about the reasons for not making a donation with the "other", open-ended yes-no option. Answers were analyzed to distinguish protest answers and zero answers.
The answer of 143 respondents who were really not interested in the topics of climate change and carbon sequestration due to economic reasons included insufficient income level, heavy payments, such as loans or taxes, the existence of more important problems in the country and that investments should be used for the settlement of more prioritized problems and, therefore, did not display a strategic behavior, was regarded as "zero WTP" and included in the contingent valuation analysis.
Those who would benefit from the new forest, but did not want to make a donation upon acting strategically were regarded as protesters and were excluded from the valuation analysis. It was detected in the evaluation that there were 83 protest answers, and these questionnaires were not added to the contingent valuation analysis. The cause analysis of the protest and zero WTP answers is given in Table 7 . There is a perception in Turkey stating that the money collected within the scope of various activities is not used in line with its purpose or is not used correctly. The same result was also found by [43] . It was indicated during the conducting of the questionnaires that the community did not want to pay because of these reasons.
In Turkey, forests are state-owned and managed by the state, and forestry activities are conducted and financed by the state. Therefore, the community has the perception that all people have the right to benefit and use forests freely. There was another perception that the state has a responsibility to establish, maintain and conserve forests. Furthermore, people pay taxes, and therefore, they did not want to pay more. Additionally, although the community, especially with the WTP, had strong motives with respect to the environmental problems, climate change, heritage, existence and option values of forest resources and the protection of these resources, their WTP was low due to the reasons mentioned above.
A correlation analysis (Table 8 ) was conducted primarily for identifying the factors that had an impact on the acceptance of the value propositions with regard to the new forest, in other words that had an impact on the WTP. Upon sorting out the protest answers, a multiple linear regression analysis was conducted with 441 questionnaires, including zero WTP. As a result of the multiple linear regression analysis, it was observed that the variables, climate change and biodiversity, were significant at the 95% confidence level; the age variable was significant at the 95% confidence level and indicated that older individuals were more willing to pay; the climate protection, climate regulation and per capita income variables were significant at the 99% confidence level and demonstrated that WTP increases as people attach value to the climate regulation service and would like to be protected from the various adverse effects of climate change and that WTP increases as income increases.
The number of household members variable was significant at the 99% confidence level, as expected, demonstrating that the WTP decreases while the number of household members increases.
The intrinsic value, carbon information, heritage and climate protection variables were significant at the 99% confidence level and were negative, as expected. The WTP will increase in relation to the increase in the level of the value judgments for the protection of forests, even if the community does not benefit from it, the transfer of forests to the next generation, the knowledge level of climate change and the carbon sequestration services of forest ecosystems and the demands for protection from the adverse effects of climate change.
The summary of the multiple linear regression analysis model related to the WTP and coefficients of the regression model are presented in Tables 9 and 10 , respectively. The estimated regression model was found significant at the 99% confidence level.
Multiple regression (R) = 0.557 resulted from the regression analysis model on the WTP, whereas R In the model, sample size (N) was 441 and with 22 independent variables (n), degrees of freedom1 (df1) were determined as 21 (n − 1). In addition to df1, degrees of freedom2 (df2) was determined as 419 (N − n). According to analyses, F value (8.996) of the model, were significant at the 0.01 level. According to the multiple linear regression models, average WTP per household for the new forest was estimated as $23.52/year.
The number of households was calculated by dividing the total population of the cities where the survey was conducted by the number of people living in the household. Thus, the total annual economic value was estimated as $270,443,962.68 (Table 11) . In the contingent valuation studies conducted throughout the world in relation to climate change and the carbon economy, WTP for offsetting greenhouse gases arising from air travel was estimated as £24 [42] . The annual WTP per household was detected as £19.2 in the contingent valuation study conducted in Seoul, Korea, with regard to the prevention of climate change [60] .
In another study, average WTP, which will be paid to the Turkish fund for only Turkey, was estimated as $78.62. In the second scenario, the WTP question was asked again for all countries around the world, and the average WTP that will be paid to global fund for world was estimated as $72.21 [61] .
Since carbon is being traded in carbon markets as a commodity, the values obtained in this paper can be compared with data from "The Economics of Carbon Sequestration and Carbon Market in Forestry" [62] . It was pointed out that the value has changed between $5.5 and $9.2 per metric ton of CO2 equivalent in the current forest carbon markets around the world since 2010.
Meanwhile, in two studies conducted by [63] and [64] , it was reported that 7.92 MtC was sequestered annually in Turkish forests; with a price of 20 $/tC, the value of the total carbon sequestration service was estimated as $158.4 M. When converted into tCO2e, the price of CO2e was $73.33, and the annual amount of carbon sequestered in Turkish forests was 29.04 MtCO2e. Thus, the annual carbon sequestration service of Turkish forests amounted to $2129.5 M.
Considering that WTP calculated in this paper is equivalent to $23.52, it is apparently possible to obtain different magnitudes for the monetary values of CO2 equivalent using different methodologies.
It was observed that the value found within the scope of the study conducted with contingent valuation was lower than the values mentioned above, but higher than the carbon markets. The reason may be explained by the fact that the topics related to climate change and carbon sequestration in Turkey are newly being realized and that the degree of consciousness regarding this topic is not yet at the required level.
However, this estimated value was important in terms of knowing the value of the carbon sequestration service, which does not yet have a good market in Turkey, from the perspective of the community and increasing the awareness of the community towards this topic.
Conclusions
This paper highlighted important ecosystem services related to climate change and carbon sequestration. According to the multiple linear regression model, per capita consumer surplus or the maximum WTP for a new forest was estimated as $23.52 in Turkey. Meanwhile, total annual economic value was estimated as $270,443,962.68.
Considering the WTP of the community for a new forest in Turkey and the average carbon price in the emissions trading systems worldwide, it was observed that the WTP was higher than the average carbon price. The reason for the high level of the WTP was due to the importance placed by the community, not only on the active use values constituting the market price, but also on non-market passive use values.
The determination of an economic value of carbon sequestration services of forest ecosystems in the fight against climate change was important in terms of demonstrating that even non-market products and services have an economic value. This value should be included in economic indicators and taken into consideration for the policy process. In this respect, the survey provided reliable and valid information for future scientific studies, as well as decision-making processes, especially for units of the General Directorate of Forestry, which manages the forest resources in Turkey.
The dimension of the benefits through carbon sequestration in forest ecosystems was revealed to resource managers. Furthermore, the importance of including variables related to carbon sequestration into policies, plans, programs and projects for natural resource management was highlighted. Finally, the consideration of carbon sequestration as a service of functional natural resource management was demonstrated.
In this regard, forests can be conserved and established as carbon forests; production plans can be re-planned according to carbon sequestration; and carbon certificates and additional income could be generated from carbon forests.
